
Dear Ward 5 Resident: 

 

Our first year in office has been extremely busy and we have some exciting things to share with you, the 

residents of Ward 5! We have engaged our residents and our businesses to understand the needs of our 

communities and we have been pushing very hard to get the results you all deserve. This is an exciting time to 

share some of this news with all of you, and we will keep working very hard behind the scenes. As always, if 

you have any questions or concerns please feel free to contact my office at eaward5@calgary.ca.  

 

We understand that commuting to and from a destination is more convenient for residents when it requires less 

time and distance. We acknowledge that the commute on Metis Trail has been frustrating for residents as it has 

increased travel time. In order to resolve this issue, the City is completing the twinning of Metis Trail from 

80th Avenue to the future Airport Trail. This will reduce travel times and distance for people travelling along 

the corridor now and in the future. The Metis Trail project is currently under construction and is estimated to 

be completed in the Fall of 2018.  

 

There is also a need for infrastructure investments to allow for better flow of movement of goods and services 

and also people from one part of the city to another. We have been asking questions and pushing hard for the 

Airport Trail extension since the first day we were in office. This connection will connect Airport Trail from 

Deerfoot Trail to Stoney Trail. We are working very hard with our government partners in Edmonton and 

Ottawa and we hope we can share some great news with our residents soon.  

 

Our office has been listening to you and we are happy to announce we have some new traffic lights upcoming 

at 80 Ave & Marthas Way/52 St NE and Westwinds Drive & 47 St NE in 2018. The communities of Skyview 

and Redstone have also benefited tremendously from the recent lights that have come at 128 Ave & Skyview 

Ranch Rd/Redstone St. 

 

The City of Calgary is working to create and improve transportation options for Calgarians. One of those 

options is the new BRT network. Bus Rapid Transit (or BRT) is an efficient, reliable bus service. BRT routes 

have fewer stops than a regular bus route, which means they can cover more ground, more quickly. Three new 

Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) routes are coming this fall and that means better connections and convenience for 

transit riders. There is lots of construction already underway in Ward 5 for the BRT networks, but as the 

saying goes, short term pain for long term gain! 

 

The extension of the Blue Line LRT (including the spur line to the Calgary International Airport) is a major 

infrastructure project we have been pushing for in our Ward. Extension of the LRT in the Northeast will serve 

some of the fastest growing communities in all Calgary. Beyond that, Northeast Calgary has some of the 

highest transit ridership numbers in the city and an extension of the Blue Line LRT will help make the 

movement of our transit-savvy portion population even more mobile. As a part of the Blue Line LRT 

extension, the Airport spur line connection will ultimately provide transit access to the Calgary International 

Airport by connecting the future Green Line LRT with the Blue Line LRT. The Airport spur line would also 

provide for the quickest and most efficient transit route to the airport and it will provide an opportunity, just 

like every other major metropolitan city in North America, for a direct connection to the airport.  

 

Infrastructure investment in sports and recreation are critical to our communities and we understand the need 

for even better servicing of programs in Ward 5. The Genesis Centre is central to Ward 5, but with our 

population growth trends we obviously need to be thinking and planning for the future. We are working very 

hard with our community partners and different levels of government to find the best solutions for our 

community members in Ward 5. There is a need for another recreation facility in Ward 5, and the ideal place 

for this would be in Skyview to cater to our northern communities. Our office is pushing very hard to make 

this project a high priority for The City so that we can start our planning and funding for this project. Stay 

tuned for more information!  
 



On April 23 of this year, I brought forward a Notice of Motion to City Council to direct Administration to 

create a Multilingual Communication and Engagement Policy. The need for this Notice of Motion arises from 

the ever-changing demographics of Calgary. According to the 2016 Federal Census approximately a 1/3 of 

Calgary’s population does not identify English or French as their mother tongue language. This proportion of 

Calgary’s population is anticipated to increase over the next 20 years as the main driver of population growth 

is expected to be from immigration, particularly from South Asia. This Notice of Motion will help prioritize 

and further the great work already started by Administration around creating a multilingual communications 

and engagement policy and implementation plan to facilitate a more inclusive Calgary for all communities. 

 

Our office also started two new initiatives for the benefit of the Ward 5 community; The Diversity Council and 

Chai with Chahal.  

 

The goal of the Diversity Council is to link City Hall to the community-wide network of residents, businesses, 

and organizations to create a vibrant, aesthetically appealing, inclusive, prosperous, safe, clean, and connected 

Ward 5. We have quarterly meetings with residents, community associations, ethnic and other groups, non-

profits, and other government organizations. Our focus is on building bridges with our neighbors so that we 

can come together and work towards the betterment of our communities. It is up to us as government leaders, 

residents, business owners, friends, and family, to step up and reclaim our decision making and responsibility 

for making sure our communities are moving forward! Please e-mail eaward5@calgary.ca if you would like to 

be part of the next meeting.  

 

Chai with Chahal is our version of the Ward 5 pop up office in the heart of Ward 5, the Genesis Centre. We 

hold this open house forum for residents to come share any concerns, ideas, suggestions, and/or just an 

opportunity to come chat with Councillor Chahal. Join us on Facebook @ChahalGeorge and watch for the 

next Chai! 

 

We must continue to educate and bring awareness to our communities about the way to reach The City for 

non-emergency issues. 311 is your way into the city, and you can also download a mobile friendly app to make 

life easier for you. We want every resident in Ward 5 to go home today and talk with their friends and families 

about the benefits of 311 and why this is the best way to let the City know what is happening in your 

neighborhood! 

 

Please contact our office at eaward5@calgary.ca or join us on Twitter/Facebook @ ChahalGeorge to keep 

your finger on the pulse! 

 

Yours truly,  

 

 

 

 

George Chahal 

Facebook/Twitter @ChahalGeorge 

Calgary.ca/ward5 

 

 

 


